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Since we last reported to you back in July of the local schools visit to take part in the archaeological dig, the work to consolidate the chapel site has been completed by Hebridean Building Conservation.

We are still awaiting a report on the findings of the dig, and we are looking forward to sharing this with you when it is received from Birmingham University, initial indications were of some exciting finds.

Joel Franklyn and Mark Thacker from Hebridean Building Conservation spent long days over the summer safeguarding this much loved ancient monument and finished the work well ahead of schedule.

On the 8th of October we plan to celebrate this work with an event which will start at the MacGillvray Centre at 2pm.  You may be aware that the MacGillvray Centre has been refurbished and now incorporates the Temple Park Coffee Shop run by Reuben Miles and Gail Donaldson. Thanks to Reuben and Gail for allowing us to use their facilities, we wish them well in their new venture.

Gavin ScottForrest will lead a guided walk across the machair to the chapel site, giving insights into   the land management and crofting practice, the wildlife, history and archaeology of the areas. This will be followed by Joel and Mark talking about the specialist methods that they used and the challenges they encountered in carrying out the consolidation work.

Carol Knott will round off the afternoon on site with a talk  about the rich archaeology  of Northton  This location is one of the few places in the west of Scotland, and the only one in the Outer Hebrides, known to have been occupied in the Mesolithic (circa 9000 years ago).  Occupation here continued through the Neolithic, Beaker Period and Bronze Age, and the sequence is completed with the remains of houses and structures from a pre-clearance settlement.  This represents the longest known sequence of human occupation anywhere in the Outer Hebrides. 

The day will end at the Seallam Centre where there will be a short presentation by Bill Lawson and an opportunity to view artefacts from the area.

We hope you will be able to come along and enjoy the event and we look forward to seeing you there.  Further information can be obtained for Jenn Jones Tel: 01859 540 462

Email: jenn@isleofharris.com or visit our website www.harrisdevelopment.co.uk
